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Fishmongers’ Hall Inquests

Friday, 28 May 2021
(9.45 am)
(In the absence of the jury)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Mr Hough, I’m pleased to say that −−
(Recording in progress announcement)
That’s also very good to know. That wasn’t me.
I ’m pleased to report that, as they’ve shown
throughout, the jury were not only here for 9.45, but
here early so we’ ll have them into court.
MR HOUGH: Very good.
(In the presence of the jury)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Good morning, everyone. Very nice to see
you all . Can I again compliment you on your
timekeeping. It is simply extraordinary , in my
experience, to have people who are here always on time.
Thank you very much indeed, it is greatly appreciated.
I will ask then for the jury bailiffs to retake their
oath or affirmation .
(The jury bailiffs were sworn)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you very much. So I’ll ask you then,
please, to retire and continue with your deliberations,
thank you very much.
(9.49 am)
(The jury retired to continue their deliberations )
(12.03 pm)
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Day 31

”An omission or failure to share guidance is
an organisation or person not sharing with another
organisation or person some guidance which you consider
they ought to have shared. In answer to your question,
the omission or failure could be not sharing a thought
process which did take place, or a thought process which
you consider should have taken place and should have
been shared.”
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Just so that everyone understands the
process, what I’m going to do is to have the jury in .
I will read the question and because it’s rather easier ,
I think, for the jury to have it in black and white,
they’ ll actually have a copy of the document I’ve just
read in front of them when they are brought in.
MR HOUGH: Yes, sir. I can see no objection.
(In the presence of the jury)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Welcome back, ladies and gentlemen. What
I ’m going to do is I ’m going to read your question, then
I ’m going to read you my answer. I’m also going to
provide you with a copy of the answer which I hope will
help you to follow what it is I ’m going to say. It may
be that the copies aren’t ready at the moment, in which
case I will read it and then we will have the copies
brought through to your retiring room.
So your question was this, and it relates to
3
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JUDGE LUCRAFT: Mr Hough, I have had a question from the
jury which relates to one of the questions in the
questionnaire that they are dealing with, question 4,
and the question I will read so that everyone can hear
it is as follows :
”In terms of the wording ’guidance’, is an omission
or failure of sharing guidance a thought process that
took place within a body and was then not shared, or
a thought process that should have taken place and
didn’t , and therefore was not shared?”
It ’s a very good question, I think, to have been
asked, and shows that obviously they’re following the
points very closely in the document they’ve been
provided with.
What I intend to say by way of answer is as follows :
”An omission or failure to share guidance is
an organisation or person not sharing with another
organisation or person some guidance which you consider
they ought to have shared. In answer to your question,
the omission or failure could be not sharing a thought
process which did take place, or a thought process which
you consider should have taken place and should have
been shared.”
MR HOUGH: Sir, I’ll repeat that so that everyone can hear
it . The answer is:
2
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question 4:
”In terms of the wording ’guidance’, is an omission
or failure of sharing guidance a thought process that
took place within a body and was not shared, or
a thought process that should have taken place and
didn’t , and therefore was not shared.”
And the answer is as follows :
”An omission or failure to share guidance is
an organisation or person not sharing with another
organisation or person some guidance which you consider
they ought to have shared. In answer to your question,
the omission or failure could be not sharing a thought
process which did take place, or a thought process which
you consider should have taken place and should have
been shared.”
Shall I read that again, just whilst we’re all here?
”In answer to your question, the omission or failure
could be not sharing a thought process which did take
place, or a thought process which you consider should
have taken place and should have been shared.”
As I say, there will be some questions of that to
come through to your room which I hope will assist, and
I will ask you, please, to retire and to continue with
your deliberations . Thank you.
(12.08 pm)
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Fishmongers’ Hall Inquests

(The jury retired to continue their deliberations )
I ’ ll rise .
(12.09 pm)
(A short break)
(1.14 pm)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Mr Hough, I can report that the jury have
followed their instruction , they have sent through their
master copy of the questionnaire and they have answered
the questions that they have been asked to answer.
What I am going to do is to have the jury in and
I will take them through the questions in turn and ask
the foreman or forelady to confirm that those are their
determinations. For the purposes of doing it , in due
course two separate documents will be used, which is one
for Jack and one for Saskia which seems to us to make
the most sense, although the jury have answered the
questions 1 and 2 together, I will simply make clear to
them in due course there will be two documents provided.
MR HOUGH: Yes, there will be one questionnaire which
contains the question 2 relating to Saskia and in
question 1, a reference to Saskia being unlawfully
killed , and the same for Jack, so each will have their
own specific questionnaire.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you.
(In the presence of the jury)
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Day 31

at Fishmongers’ Hall in London. The event was held for
the five −year anniversary of Learning Together. Saskia
had been invited to attend, having previously
volunteered for Learning Together while she was studying
at Cambridge University. An attendee at the event who
was on licence having been convicted of an offence under
the Terrorism Act 2000, armed with two knives, attacked
Saskia near to the cloakroom at Fishmongers’ Hall.
Saskia suffered a single stab wound to her neck and she
collapsed near to the place where she was attacked.
This was part of a terrorist attack. The attacker moved
from that area and began attacking further attendees of
the event and a member of staff at Fishmongers’ Hall
when that member of staff tried to intervene. Saskia’s
injury was not survivable. Saskia was treated by
attendees of the event, police officers and ambulance
staff . She was assessed at dead at the scene by
a paramedic and a doctor.”
And again, you have marked beneath that that you
agree with that; is that correct?
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you. Again, taking the same question
in respect of Jack Merritt, and again, I ’ ll read the
statement:
”On 29 November 2019, Jack Merritt was at an event
7
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Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much indeed for
sending through to me your master completed
questionnaire. What I’m going to do is I’m going to ask
your foreman or forelady just to stand, and what
I ’m going to do is just to go through the questionnaire
as you have completed it, and just simply ask her to
confirm on behalf of all of you that that is correct .
We’ll take it each question in turn.

If you would

prefer to sit at any stage, please do, that’s fine .
So taking question 1, and the question was:
”Are you satisfied on the balance of probabilities
Saskia Jones was unlawfully killed ?”
Your answer is yes; is that correct?
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: In respect of the same question in respect
of Jack Merritt, are you satisfied that on the balance
of probabilities , Jack Merritt was unlawfully killed ;
again you have answered yes?
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you.
Turning then to question 2, and again, dealing with
Saskia first of all , and you were asked whether you
agreed with the following statement, I ’ ll read the
statement:
”On 29 November 2019, Saskia Jones was at an event
6
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at Fishmongers’ Hall in London. The event was held for
the five −year anniversary of Learning Together. Jack
was at the event as an employee of Cambridge University
and worked for Learning Together. An attendee of the
event who was on licence having been convicted of an
offence under the Terrorism Act 2000, armed with two
knives, attacked Jack in the gentlemen’s toilets at
Fishmongers’ Hall. Jack suffered a number of injuries
when stabbed. This was part of a terrorist attack. The
attacker moved from the toilets and began attacking
further attendees of the event and a member of staff at
Fishmongers’ Hall. Jack moved to a different room at
Fishmongers’ Hall and was later removed from the
building . His injuries were not survivable. Jack was
treated by members of the public, police officers ,
ambulance staff and HEMS doctors. He was assessed as
dead at the scene by a doctor.”
Again, you’ve marked on the form you agree with that
statement?
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you. Then taking question 3, which
deals with the management of Khan in the community, is
it correct that by the question:
”Was there any omission or failure in the management
of Usman Khan as an offender in the community
8
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by agencies of the State which contributed to the deaths
of Jack Merritt and Saskia Jones?”
You have marked ”Yes” by that box?
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: And by way of explanation, you have set out
the following :
”Unacceptable management and lack of accountability.
Serious deficiencies in the management of Khan by MAPPA.
Insufficient experience and training. Blind spot to
Khan’s unique risks due to poster boy image and lack of
psychological assessment post−release from prison.”
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you. Moving to question 4, which
relates to the sharing of information and guidance
regarding Usman Khan, by the question:
”Was there any omission or failure in the sharing of
information and guidance by agencies responsible for
monitoring or investigation of Usman Khan which
contributed to the deaths of Jack Merritt and
Saskia Jones?”
You have answered ”Yes” by that box.
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: And by way of explanation you have added
this :
”Missed opportunities for those with expertise and
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Day 31

Saskia Jones, and again, the medical cause of death,
which was put on the document, was 1(a) shock and
haemorrhage, 1(b) stab wound to the chest, and there is
then reference to the attached questionnaire for the
following questions which the jury were asked to deal
with, and they have each, 11 of them, signed that
document. I will sign and date it too, and in respect
of Saskia Jones, again, the medical cause of death, 1(a)
shock and haemorrhage, 1(b) stab wound to the chest, and
again, a reference to the attached jury questionnaire
signed by all 11 jurors which, again, I will sign and
date.
MR HOUGH: Yes, sir. The questionnaire for each of those
who died will be published on the Inquest website and
will be made available to the press with the answers to
each typed to replace the jury ’s handwritten versions.
The Records of Inquest, which obviously bear signatures,
will not be put onto the Inquest website.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you very much indeed.
Ladies and gentlemen, that brings to a formal end
your time as jurors on this Inquest.

number is going to come forward just to say a few words.
Thank you.
A MEMBER OF THE JURY: Thank you. The jury would like to
11
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experience to give guidance.”
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you. And then moving to question 5,
which deals with the organisation of and security
measures for the event at Fishmongers’ Hall. By the
question:
”Was there any omission or any deficiency in the
organisation of and security measures for the event at
Fishmongers’ Hall which contributed to the deaths of
Jack Merritt and Saskia Jones?”
You have answered ”Yes”?
A. Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: And by way of explanation you have added the
following :
”Lack of communication and accountability,
inadequate consideration of key guidance between
parties , serious deficiencies in the management of Khan
by MAPPA, and a failure to complete event−specific risk
assessment by any party.”
THE FOREMAN OF THE JURY: Yes.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Thank you very much indeed, Madam Foreman,
for confirming that.
Mr Hough, I can also say that the jury have signed
the Record of Inquest in respect of −− separate
documents in respect of each of Jack Merritt and
10
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send their heartfelt condolences to the families of
Saskia and Jack, and to all who love and miss these two
wonderful young people. They clearly touched the lives
of so many, ours included. We want to convey to the
families how seriously we have taken our collective
responsibility , how important this is to us, how much
your children matter.
We also wanted to take this opportunity to thank the
astonishing individuals who put themselves in real
danger to help, and our incredible emergency services
for their response both that day and every day. Once
again to the families , we are so incredibly sorry . The
world lost two bright stars that dreadful day.
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Ladies and gentlemen, can I thank you very
much indeed for those sentiments which I know are
sentiments that we all share.

It is very good of you to

have put it in the way that you did, I don’t think one
could ever fault those words: they are really quite
marvellous, thank you.
You have been part of history, I ’m pleased to tell
you. It ’s the first time there’s been an inquest
conducted in this hall . You have been absolutely
fantastic , if I might say so, not just in terms of your
timekeeping, but your attention to the detail of this
case.
12
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I know when a summons arrives for jury service you
think: gosh, what am I going to be doing, and you may
have thought that when you turned up at the Guildhall in
the City of London, it might be something rather
special . Well, it has been, it ’s been absolutely unique
and I know that you go with our sincere thanks, all of
us who have been involved in this process.
If I could bottle you up and make every jury turn up
and pay the attention that you did, well , my life would
be so much easier. It ’s been seven weeks of your time,
I suspect it will live with you in your memories for
a very long time indeed, and quite right that it should
do, but you leave this court with my sincere gratitude
and heartfelt thanks for your diligent service to this
country. Thank you very much indeed.
(In the absence of the jury)
JUDGE LUCRAFT: Mr Hough, may I simply say to the families
myself, inquests are never things that one wants to have
to go through. I know that they are not easy things for
people to go through, but I sincerely hope that we have
made this not as painful as it might have been, we’ve
made it easier in the way that we can to help you, and
that many of the questions that you have had throughout
have been put by those who represent you and that the
answers have been some help in what is going forward.
13
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I know that you have been able to follow, either in
person or online . The pandemic will live with us for
a long time.

It ’s shown us ways in which we can do

things rather differently , but I hope whether you have
been physically here in the court or at home or
somewhere else that you have felt very much part of this
process.
I repeat what I said at the beginning of my
summing−up to the jury yesterday: I’ve certainly
regarded your two young children very much at the heart
of this process, and I certainly underline everything
the jury put in their rather touching note at the end of
this process. Thank you very much indeed.
I ’ ll rise .
(1.27 pm)
(The Inquests concluded)
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